
EMMER (BAKER) WHITNEY 

 
Doctor Emmer A. (Baker) Whitney, the first known female physician in Delaware County was 

born in Lottsville, Pennsylvania to Isaac and Susan Baker on November 14, 1853. She married 

Doctor William D. Whitney in 1877 and graduated from Cleveland Medical College in 1886. 

She and her husband came from Pennsylvania to Muncie in 1889.  

 

In 1891, Emmer and her husband approached the city with the idea of opening Muncie’s first 

city hospital. The Whitney’s received $1,500 

grant from the city. With the grant, they opened 

Whitney Hospital, at 515 S. Council St. in the 

fall of 1891. The red brick two-story structure 

with basement and attic contained two wards of 

five beds each, along with six single rooms, and 

an operating room in the northwest corner of the 

building. The hospital could easily 

accommodate 20 to 25 patients, and in cases of 

emergency 35 to 40 could be handled. The 

couple treated patients at the rate of $1.59 per 

day using what is known as homeopathic 

medicine. This is the administration of minute 

doses of a remedy that would in larger amounts 

produce in healthy persons symptoms similar to 

those of the disease.  Mrs. Whitney became its 

first matron. She had many friends, was a good 

neighbor to all. 

 

In 1911, Whitney hospital closed its doors after twenty-five years of service to the community. 

Over the next few decades 3 “home” hospitals came and went until Ball Memorial Hospital 

opened in 1929. 

 

Dr. Emmer A (Baker) Whitney passed away on May 29, 1919 

 

Emmers’ obituary states:  

“Mrs. Whitney was the first matron and to her broad sympathy and kindly interest 

was due much of the popularity of this institution that so adequately ministered to 

the physical needs of those who were in need of care of the hospital.”  (The Star 

Press, May 30, 1919, pg. 16) 
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