
Electra (Chase) Murphy 
 

    Electra (Chase) Murphy was born in Laporte November 29, 1869.  She was 

the daughter of Ira and Rhoda (Castle) Chase.  Her father served as Lieutenant 

Governor of Indiana in 1889. He served as governor of the state of Indiana 

from 1891 to 1893.  Her mother, Rhoda (Castle) Chase is one of our 

distinguished notable women.  

     Upon leaving high school, Electa decided she wanted to teach kindergarten 

and attended the well-known school conducted in Indianapolis by Madam 

Eliza A. Blaker.  After graduation she taught in Indianapolis, then opened her 

own kindergarten in Wabash.  From there she branched out into the theater.  

She produced and traveled with her theater, furnishing costumes, the music and 

training of the children in communities where her production was presented.  It 

was while traveling with the show that she renewed the acquaintance of a Muncie lawyer, 

Horace G. Murphy.  They married the same year, and Electa moved to Muncie where she helped 

her husband with his career. 

     When Horace held the office of prosecuting 

attorney of Delaware County, she acted as 

deputy prosecutor which made her the first 

woman in the United States to be appointed 

deputy prosecutor.  She and Horace owned 

Muncie Baby Chick Company, known as the 

most modern and best equipped hatchery in 

Indiana. Horace was president of the hatchery 

and Electa was the secretary. When Horace 

was elected as Justice of the Peace of Center 

Township, Electa was his helper. When he 

died in 1946, she was appointed to fill his 

unexpired term.  She was then elected to serve 

a four-year term.   

     She and Horace never had any children of their own, but their home was open to many 

children during their many years of marriage.  Altogether they provided for 18 children for 

periods ranging from a few months to several years.   

     Electa twice served as regent of the Paul Revere Chapter of the Daughters of the American 

Revolution, she was a member of the Women’s Organization Division No. 3; and was a 

Women’s Christian Temperance Union member. 

     She resigned her office as Justice of the Piece in 1949 and moved to Terre Haute to become a 

resident of the Clara Fairbanks Memorial Home for Aged Women where she lived until her 

death in 1960.  She is buried in Crown Hill Cemetery. 

 

 


