
Ida Husted Harper 

     Ida (Husted) Harper (1851-1931) was born in Fairfield, Indiana. When she was ten years old 
her family moved to Muncie, so she could obtain the educational advantages of a larger town. 
Ida was a member of the first graduating class of Muncie High School. She attended Indiana 
University, but after one year she quit to accept the position of principal of the high school in 
Peru, Indiana. On Dec 28, 1871, she married Thomas Waymans Harper. The couple then moved 
to Terre Haute, so Thomas could practice law.  
     In 1872, Ida launched a career in journalism with the 
Saturday Evening Mail. She used the pen name of “John Smith” 
because she realized as a woman she would never be published. 
Later, she began submitting articles to other newspapers 
including the Indianapolis News and the Firemen’s Magazine. In 
1887, she became secretary of the Indiana Woman Suffrage 
Association and organized a two-day convention in each of 
Indiana’s congressional districts as a means of promoting the 
cause for women. 
     For the 1893 World’s Fair, she was selected to write one of 
the monographs for Indiana. She was also the Indiana 
representative of the World’s Fair press league.  In 1890, she 
divorced her husband and moved to Indianapolis where she 
continued her work with the women’s suffrage movement. 
      In 1896, at the request of Susan B Anthony, she moved to California to lobby for the passage 
of the state constitutional amendment giving women the right to vote.  While in California, she 
also served as the movement’s public relations secretary.  For eight months she was chairman of 
the state press committee and was in constant communication with the 250 newspapers which 
supported the amendment.  
     At the end of the California campaign, Ida’s life took another turn. Susan B. Anthony was so 
impressed with Ida’s work, that she asked Ida to be her official biographer. Ida returned with 
Miss Anthony to Rochester, New York and for many months lived in Susan’s home, studying her 
character and surroundings as well as going over all the records of her past. 
     In 1898, she published The Life and Work of Susan B. Anthony, beneficial biography, in two 
volumes. She and Anthony later published volume four The History of Women’s Suffrage. 
    In the spring of 1913, Ida was a member of the women’s suffrage committee that visited 
President Wilson to urge him to incorporate into his message to the special session of Congress 
an amendment to the federal Constitution giving women the right to vote. During the meeting, 
Ida confronted Wilson with some of his own writings quoting literally from his book “The New 
Freedom”. She used the quotes to show him that a perfect “new freedom” could not come until 
women, as well as men, were given the right to vote. She also told the president that she did not 
want to live in a country where a bunch of smug experts sit down behind closed doors in 
Washington and play providence to her. 



     From 1904 until her death in 1931, she was a delegate to European conferences of the 
International Council of Women and the International Suffrage Alliance. At the time of her death, 
she was living at the headquarters of the American Association of University women in 
Washington.


