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Marjorie A Parsons 
     Marjorie a Parsons was in Muncie, Indiana on February 22, 1916. Her parents were Charles 

Vaughn and Jessie (Rowe) Parsons.  Marjorie graduated from Central High School in 1933 and 

Ball State College in 1937.  While attending Ball State she was editor of the Ball State “News” 

as well as the campus correspondent for the Muncie Star.  Her first job after graduating from Ball 

State University was with the Evening Press.    

    While working for the Evening Press, she started 

observing and studying the photography of other 

newspapers and magazines continually looking for 

new ideas in the world of photography.   

     Shortly after the beginning of World War II, she 

joined the staff of the Chicago Sun-Times. The job 

took her all over the Chicago area as she interviewed 

people, lugged heavy camera gear and snapped 

pictures. 

    In the fall of 1946, she left this country on special 

assignment for the American Red Cross in Europe as 

a staff photographer. While working in Europe, one 

of her assignments was to photograph Pope Pius XII.   

 

Describing her meeting with the Pope she stated ,  

 

“One morning in Rome I was told to get my camera, hat, and gloves. Being told 

to get my camera was routine, but the hat and gloves business intrigued me.  I 

was on my way to photograph Pope Pius XII at a private audience with Basil 

O’Connor, President of the American National Red Cross”. (Muncie Evening 

Press June 30, 1947, pg. 1) 

 

“As a newspaper photographer I have been ushered into the presence of great 

men many times. Usually, I had to get pictures quickly and get out with little or no 

comment from them. Here, however, I was in the presence of the Pope, one of the 

world’s greatest living men, and he was amiably chatting with me about my 

camera, inquiring if the light was all right, where I would like to make a picture 

and watching my rather nervous manipulation of the camera with amused 

interest. He posed for four pictures with Mr. O’Connor, included two seated at his 

desk into standing behind him.” (Muncie Evening Press June 30, 1947, pg. 3) 

 

     From Rome, she traveled to Berlin, where she had dinner with General Clay, who is the 

commander of all our forces in Berlin.  Every place she went in Berlin there were parties at 

which the high military brass was present.  As a reward for the excellence of her work, she was 

granted an additional one week vacation with pay which she spent in Sweden. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/138654612/marjorie-a-parsons#prompt-signup


     At the time of her death April 23, 1969, she was working for the Visual Department of the 

U.S. Information Agency in Washington where she was a photo editor, a task that required 

judgment in the selection and use of photos.  Prior to that she had been employed as the photo 

editor for the National Red Cross headquarters in Washington, D.C. 

     Services for Miss Marjorie Parsons, who died in Arlington, Va. were held at Meeks Mortuary.  

Marjorie is buried in Beech Grove Cemetery, Muncie, Indiana. 
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