
Mary (Hough) Goddard 

     Mary (Hough) Goddard (1838-1908) was born in Fountain City, 
Indiana. As a child, she attended “Friends School”. When she was 17, she 
went to Cincinnati and attended Woodward High School. After 
graduation, she stayed in Cincinnati and began her teaching career. When 
the Civil War broke out, she continued teaching during the day and cared 
for injured soldiers at night. 
      Mary married Joseph A. Goddard on February 2, 1866. They later 
moved to Fountain City, before coming to Muncie with their three 
children in 1874. Upon arriving in Muncie, Mary and her husband 
quickly realized the need for the Quakers to have a place to worship. 
They helped form a church in 1875. By 1880 a building had been erected 
at Mulberry and Wall (Seymour). 
     During the following years, Mary continued to work for the Quaker 
church and raise her family. She attended the Indiana yearly Quaker meetings and was honored 
by being appointed a delegate to “The International Sunday School Convention” held at 
Louisville. She attended a great many of the Quaker State Sabbath School Conventions. She read 
and graduated in the “Chautauqua Course”, read the “Bible Course,” and answered all the 
questions getting the “Golden Seal”, and read the Bay View Course of Reading twice. Mary was 
appointed a member of the official board of Earlham College and she taught several different 
classes at Friends Sunday School for thirty-one years.   
     As the church began to grow, the members realized a larger church was needed.  A new 
church was constructed at Adams and Cherry Street. By the time the building was complete, 
Mary had taken ill. Three months later she died at her home at 402 W. Adams. 
     In 1912, to recognize and honor this great pioneer Quaker woman, the Muncie Friends 
rededicated the church as the First Memorial Friends Church of Muncie in honor of Mrs. Mary 
Hough Goddard. 
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