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     During the time of the Gas Boom in Muncie (late 1800’s), 

women were confined mostly to the private sphere of the arts. 

This private sphere was considered the “proper” place for 

women for many generations. Many times the arts of the private 

sphere included quilting, sewing, home décor, and painting. 

However, some women during this time period were able to 

transcend the concept of the private sphere and became active 

members of the arts in the public sphere—showcasing their skills 

through exhibits, businesses, and social gatherings. 

     The Goodlander Sisters Photography business was a prime 

example of women who were afforded the opportunity to 

participate in the public sphere. They were renowned 

photographers in the Muncie area and throughout the United 

States, photographing many of the other women connected to the 

arts in Muncie. 

     Although photography was an acceptable profession for women during this time period, it 

was still very much a novelty. There are many newspaper articles from national newspapers 

including the Chicago Tribune and the Buffalo Sunday Morning News discussing the rise of 

women as photographers as well as the formation of the Women’s Federation of Photographers 

of America. This is the world of photography during the time that the Goodlanders became 

photographers in Muncie, Indiana. The Goodlander sisters’ father, Marquis, became a prominent 

photographer in Muncie during the 1870’s and founded the shop the sisters would eventually 

own. 

     The Goodlander sisters, Maude and Maybelle, began their journey into photography working 

with their father at his studio by assisting with developing negatives, hand-coloring photographs, 

and helping with customers. The sisters adopted a more central role in the business when Maude 

joined her father in business in 1899, and younger sister Maybelle became an employee of the 

business a few years later. Marquis retired in the 1910’s, and his daughters took over his 

business. 

     The Goodlander sisters followed in their father’s footsteps and focused on portrait 

photography. Portrait photography was the customary business of photographers during this 

time, and the Goodlanders were no exception. They photographed prominent members of 

society, including the Ball family—William C. Ball, Helen Ball, Lucius Lorenzo Ball, and 

George Alexander Ball. 

     The sisters were artistically talented in multiple mediums. Two of the best examples of this 

include an oil painting the Goodlanders completed of William C. Ball that includes various 

intricate details—the most notable of these being the Masonic emblem on his vest. The sisters 

also created a very detailed woodcut of the Ball Brothers Manufacturing Company facilities. 

This woodcut was used as the Ball Brothers’ letterhead for many years and shows an intricate 

layout of the manufacturing compound. 

     Due to their foothold in Muncie, the Goodlander sisters were lauded locally in the Muncie 

Star, which declared “Misses Maude and Maybelle Goodlander…show great ability with the 

Kodak. Miss Maybelle recently illustrated an article written for the Indiana Woman (magazine), 



and her pictures were considered very fine. It is pleasing to know of having such very young lady 

artists in our city.” 

     During their time as portrait photographers, the Goodlanders were also recognized on the 

national scene. One of their photographs was featured on the cover of American Photography in 

November 1914. And in 1929, a photograph of orator/politician William Jennings Bryan, made 

by the Goodlanders at his request prior to his death, was included in his memoirs and used as the 

inspiration for his oil painting hanging in the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. 

     The Goodlanders were among just a handful of women who were highlighted on the cover of 

American Photography magazine. The sisters were also featured in various exhibits around the 

world, including ones held in London (the Royal Photographic Society of England) and also 

curated an exhibit in Muncie of photographers from Germany, England, Russia, Mexico, and 

Canada. 

     The story of the Goodlander Sisters Photography business mirrors the expansion and growth 

of Muncie itself. Their studio moved around Muncie and included locations on Mulberry Street, 

Main Street, and South Walnut Street. Their continuing efforts in promoting photography 

continued well into their later years. In 1959, the Goodlanders helped form the Professional 

Photographers of Muncie club to encourage interest in the occupation. The sisters continued in 

their business until their deaths in 1959 and 1962. 
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