
ELLA LULA VIVILYN (KEITH) WOLDRIDGE 
 

     Muncie civil rights icon Hurley Goodall wrote in his book, A History of Negroes in Muncie, 

“Even “Even today the 1920’s remains a bad memory when color became a greater dividing line, 

when the degree of segregation greatly increased, and when Negroes felt the real fear of physical 

assault by the KKK.”  
     In the 1920’s, the Ku Klux Klan was a powerful political force in 

Indiana, occupying towns like Muncie and even influencing some of 

the governors and other politicians. It is believed that the Klan had a 

membership of nearly 500,000 at that time—more powerful in the 

Midwest than in the south at that time. 

     In Muncie the Klan had members in the police and fire 

departments and nearly every other part of city government. The city 

even passed a resolution that Jesus Christ was a white Protestant 

native-born American and not a Jew. At an initiation ceremony in 

Muncie for 600 new members in 1923, a crowd of over 40,000 people 

attended. And a Klan parade drew more than 60,000 people lining the 

streets of the city. And the Klan was considered a mainstream 

organization, with a membership that included lawyers, doctors, 

college professors, ministers, and politicians at every level. 

 

It was during this turbulent time that a Muncie hero emerged, and she 

became a beacon of light for her African-American community and beyond. Ella Lula Vivilyn 

Keith Woldridge was born in Muncie in 1901 (at 523 South Madison Street) to Daniel and Mary 

Keith—the youngest of three girls. She graduated from Muncie Central High School in 1920. 

She and her husband, Henry H. Woldridge, both worked at the Ball Brothers factory. In her spare 

time, Woldridge wrote articles for and delivered The Shining Star, an African-American-owned 

newspaper. Woldridge also published articles in the Indianapolis Recorder. 

From Goodall’s book: 

 

One young lady, among the earliest graduates of the new Muncie Central High School, 

helped edit, publish, and sell a newspaper called The Shining Star. Through her efforts 

with this paper, Miss Ella Lula Vivian Keith did more than her share to boost the City of 

Muncie and the progressive nature of its Negro citizens. The Shining Star carried articles 

and stories about prominent Negroes in Muncie, always with an eye toward emphasizing 

what they contributed to community life and that this was a desirable city for Negroes to 

make their homes.  

     Woldridge’s name is mentioned as an advocate for fairness in relation to many civil rights 

news stories in Muncie.  Woldridge (as a teenager) and her sister, Ruth Keith, were founding 

members of the Booker T. Washington Franchise League in Muncie in 1917. She was on the 

front lines demanding justice for voting rights for women and African Americans, the 

desegregation of the city swimming pools, and access to education and healthcare. Newspaper 

articles include hundreds of mentions of Woldridge’s name in church groups and charities. (She 

was a founding member of the Paramount Community Gospel Church). And Woldridge and her 



husband were foster parents to a young man, Oulin Robertson. As Goodall mentioned, all along 

she was Muncie’s biggest fan and promoter. 

     “All children went to school together. We didn’t know what segregation was. We sat together, 

played together, and lived anywhere in Muncie we could afford. When anyone got sick, 

everyone came to help. Color didn’t matter.”  

     Woldridge lived at 1310 East Fifth Street for 50 years as of 1977 (reported in the newspaper 

in 1982, and she reported her neighbor, Afisha Malone, lived at 1305 East Fifth Street for more 

than 60 years). She passed away at the age of 89 in June of 1990. 


