
     Gladys (Soderberg) Hearne was another artist who became a 

unique part of the Muncie story when she retired in the city in 

1967. Gladys had made a successful career under the name of 

“Mademoiselle GeeGee.” GeeGee was a nationally recognized 

Burlesque dancer. She sang and danced on the burlesque circuit 

across the country at nightclubs like The Frolics, Domino Club, La 

Rue’s, Berghoff Gardens and the 67 Supper Club and others in 

Muncie, which was called the “Little Chicago” of burlesque. 

     Born in 1927 to Swedish immigrants in Wisconsin, Gladys was 

interested in the entertainment world after watching one Shirley 

Temple movie. She started dancing, singing, writing her own plays and songs, and performing. 

Gladys quit school at 16 and started her career at a burlesque theater in Minneapolis.  

     Gladys moved to Hollywood and was actually discovered by 

legendary director Cecille B. DeMille and cast in the film, “The 

King of Kings.” Unfortunately, she injured her back and was 

hospitalized and faced a long recuperation. 

     Gladys met and married the love of her life, Eddie Hearne. She 

began dancing on the burlesque circuit, and Eddie became her 

manager.  

     Following her retirement, Gladys and Eddie became fixtures in 

the Muncie community. She worked tirelessly for the Muncie 

Civic Theater, which is operated mostly by volunteers like Gladys. She designed and sewed 

elaborate costumes; she mopped the floors; she helped paint sets and even the stairwells; she 

sang and performed; and she offered workshops for young students, inspiring them to follow 

their dreams of stardom. Her workshops were titled “So You Want to Be a Star” and “It’s Not 

What It Is—It’s What It’s Going to Be.”  

     Gladys and Eddie also participated in other community activities, including the historical 

society and the Animal Rescue Fund. Eddie was struck by a car and killed while walking on the 

BSU campus in 2002, and Gladys died in 2009. But you can still purchase her famed burlesque 

costumes online, and she is known as a legend in the field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


