
MARA CECIL (CARTER) JACOBS 

 

Mara Cecil (Carter) Jacobs was born on September 25, 1910,  in Delaware County. She is the 

daughter of the is not right with my honest Urba and Sallie Carter. Mara grew up on her parent’s 

farm in Harrison Township. After graduation from Gaston school, she attended Ball State 

College, and in 1937 she married Cecil Jacobs. 

 

Mara enjoyed writing and loved life on the farm, so she decided to 

combine the two as a career.  She wrote and illustrated articles about farm 

activities in Madison County for the Anderson Herald and the Alexander 

newspapers. She had a weekly radio program about farm news and wrote 

and illustrated stories for the Prairie Farmer magazine. She attended many 

farm institutes and meetings. In 1935, she became the farm editor of The 

Muncie Press, where she wrote news about farming and local farms.  It is 

interesting to note The Muncie Press was the only Indiana newspaper that 

featured a daily column devoted to farms and farming. 

 

A newspaper article was written on 10 November 1937 stating that Mara 

set a record for writing almost 2 columns on farm news daily for the last 

two years. It also stated that during that time Ms. Carter had traveled 

hundreds of miles through eastern Indiana visiting hundreds of farmers and their wives and 

assisted in many agricultural events.  The article also stated that when one talks farming to Ms. 

Carter, he is talking to a woman who knows the business “from the ground up”. 

 

Mara was also very politically involved with the Democratic Party. She was a member of the 

Indiana State Women’s Democratic club as well as the Delaware County Women’s Democratic 

club. In 1934, she was among the guests at a tea and reception at the governor’s mansion in 

Indianapolis given for the wives and guests of the Indiana Democratic Editorial Association.   

 

After her death on January 20, 1938, Edward Boase, Pastor of Beech Grove Church wrote the 

following editorial about Mara: 

 

“To many of us who were her friends, there came a attend of disappointment in the editorial 

comment in regard to the death of Mara Carter Jacobs.  The editorials and column writers all 

stressed her work as a newspaperwoman, but said little about her as a plain, religious, home-type 

of girl, but we also recognize the fact that her home, her schoolmates, her church and her animals 

were her greatest interests. In other words, her first love was the farm and the community of 

which she was a part… 

 

Among her most treasured possessions with the church, the home, and people. Many can attest to 

that her cheery word, her smile, and her ability to for other people or her regular habits… ‘ 
 
 
 
 


