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 Hattie Patterson (1835-1922) made Delaware County history two years in a row in 1875 

and 1876, becoming Muncie’s first librarian and a founding member of the Woman’s Club.  

Hattie’s adult life began with heartbreaking events and the hardships that came with the Civil 

War.  Through these trials, Hattie emerged a strong woman, actively engaged in her community 

promoting access to information and education.  

Hattie was born Harriet Louisa McCracken on January 15, 1835 in Ohio.  She married 

William Patterson (1834-1897) of Cambridge, Ohio. Together, they had two daughters and one 

son.  Tragically, both daughters, Anna P. and Clara J., died before reaching their first birthdays 

in 1858, and James also died as a child.  The Civil War (1861-1865) brought further trials to the 

Patterson family, as William was away from home serving in the military telegraph service.  He 

was a trained telegraph operator who had worked in both San Francisco during the California 

Gold Rush and back home in Ohio.  After the war, they moved to Bellefountaine, Ohio, where 

William worked for the Bee Line Railroad.  By 1870, Hattie and William had moved to Muncie, 

and William eventually became manager of the Western Union telegraph office. 

 By 1874, just a few years after the Pattersons had moved to Muncie, local citizens 

recognized the need for a public library.  Since 1853, Delaware County had struggled to maintain 

county and township libraries.  The only place to borrow books in 1874 was the local post office.  

On May 30, 1874, citizens of Muncie, led by school superintendent Hamilton S. McRae, 

gathered to organize a new public library and reading room.  They formed a stock company to 

finance the project, and citizens purchased shares.  One of the first stockholders was Hattie 

Patterson, who purchased $2 of stock on August 27, 1875.  Hattie was hired as the city’s first 

salaried Librarian when the Muncie Public Library opened in a room of the city building on 

January 9, 1875.  The city formally dedicated the library on June 1, 1875.  Hattie’s salary was 

$250 a year, and she also had permission to sell stationary at the library. 

 Hattie served as Librarian for six years, from 1875-1881.  In her final report to the Board 

of Directors, she stated “When I took charge of the room its contents were one dozen chairs, one 

table, one news board with six papers.”  She went on to describe the enormous task of sorting 

and cataloging the 2,190 books selected from the donations of Henry Marsh’s post office library, 

as well as books from the former county, township and workingmen’s libraries.  She carefully 

labeled, classified and shelved each book alphabetically by author in its own department.  By the 

end of her six years of library service, Hattie had registered 1,550 borrowers and was loaning 

more than 20,000 books annually.  After her service ended as Librarian of Muncie in 1881, she 

was a candidate for State Librarian. 

 One year after Hattie began serving as Librarian, she also became a founding member of 

the Woman’s Club of Muncie.  The club was organized on January 29, 1876 at the home of Mrs. 

Emma Montgomery McRae and was one of the pioneer clubs of its kind in the United States.  

Hattie became one of the charter members on February 14, 1876.  At the time of its founding, 

many preferred to call the Woman’s Club a “reading circle” and were hesitant to call it a club, 



because similar groups of women across the country were receiving ridicule for their advanced 

ideas on Woman’s Suffrage.  Ultimately they voted to proceed with calling it a club.  During 

Hattie’s years of membership she served as Secretary and as Treasurer, and she often hosted and 

led the club meetings at her home at 621 W. Charles St.  Programs included readings and 

discussions on topics related to science, history, music, biography, political issues, and social 

questions.   

 In 1897, Hattie’s husband William died unexpectedly of heart failure.  Hattie had 

summoned the doctor when he fell ill one night, but her husband succumbed before the doctor 

arrived.  The death of the well-known and beloved “Uncle Billy” was a shock to the community.  

William had been working long hours and taking few vacations in the years before his death.  

The next year, newly widowed Hattie continued to be involved in the community.  She hosted 

the 22nd anniversary celebration of the Woman’s Club at her home.  She also took some time for 

herself, purchasing a cottage on Winona Lake in Koskiusko County and spending her summer 

there. 

 At the end of her life, Hattie was living in the Masonic Home in Franklin, Indiana.  

Hattie’s late husband had been a Mason, and the Indiana Masonic Home was founded to provide 

a home for needy Masons, widows, and orphans. Fortunately, Hattie lived long enough to see the 

Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution grant American women the right to vote in 

1920.  She died August 19, 1922 and is buried in Beech Grove Cemetery in Muncie with her 

husband.   

 Hattie was an active member of the Muncie community who helped shape its history and 

pave the way for groundbreaking women to come. She will always be remembered as Muncie’s 

first Librarian. 

 

 

  

 

 

Left: Stock certificate dated August 27, 1875 for $2 in stock in The Public Library of Muncie purchased by 

Hattie Patterson.  From the collections of Muncie Public Library. 

Right: Harriet and William Patterson gravestone at Beech Grove Cemetery.  Findagrave.com 


