
LOVINA (JONES) BLACK 

     The life of Lovina (Jones) Black (1868-1925) is an example of the story of a woman with 
great courage and mental strength.   
     It all started on September 13, 1898, when she heard her front 
screen door open. Lovina quickly laid down the mending she was 
working on and started to her door. It was then that she saw her 
neighbor, John Bailey, approaching her with a wild look in his eyes. 
He kept advancing towards her, and she began screaming for help. 
There was nothing Lovina could do but allow him to have his way 
with her. A couple of weeks later, John Bailey appeared outside her 
kitchen window.  He informed her that if she told anyone what had 
happened, he would chloroform her and set her house on fire with her 
in it. 
     When her husband came home that night, Lovina told him about everything. She also told 
him she wanted to go to the police the next day. He unsuccessfully tried to talk her out it. The 
next day he took her to the police station, and she told her story. The police arrested Bailey on 
the charge of assault. At the trial, Bailey had a witness, William Coffin, who testified that John 
Bailey could not have raped Lovina because he had been with him all day. 
     Bailey was found innocent which left Lovina feeling very weak and afraid. The following 
week she and her husband John went to visit her parents. While there she saw a revolver laying 
on her father’s bureau. She picked up the weapon, loaded it and put it in her pocket. Feeling safer 
with the revolver tucked in her pocket, she always kept it with her.  
     A few days later she went next door to Smith Childs house to get a bucket of water. As she 
turned to leave, she realized John Bailey was standing at the gate talking to Childs. She walked 
over to Bailey, pulled the gun from her pocket and began shooting. She then turned around, went 
back to her pail of water, picked it up and walked home.  Bailey was killed instantly. Lovina told 
her husband what she had done to Bailey. They decided to go to town, so she could turn herself 
in.  The police met the couple on the road in Cammack, and Lovina was arrested on the charge of 
murder. 
     During the trial, William Coffin realized he had made a mistake about the day he spent with 
Bailey. He testified that he was not with Bailey on September 13, but instead was buying a coffin 
for William Gray’s child on that date. Lovina testified on her own behalf, stating that she did not 
remember anything from the time she saw Bailey until the next day when she was talking to her 
cousin at the jail. 
     The case went to the jury on Christmas Eve 1898 the jury took less than thirty minutes to find 
Lovina not guilty. 
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