
Mary (Wells) Augburn 
Mary (Wells) Augburn (1905-1997) married her husband Leslie 

Augburn on November 25, 1931, in Adams County Indiana. 

Leslie, Mary and their young son Gerald moved to Muncie in 

1941. Later that year they welcomed their daughter, Marilyn K. 

into the family. Shortly after Marilyn K was born Mary went to 

work for R.J. Whitinger and resumed her education through an 

accounting school in Chicago and at Ball State Teachers College, 

now Ball State University. When she received her Certified 

Public Accountant Certificate in 1951, she was the fourth woman 

CPA in the state of Indiana. 

     Although there were only a few women in the accounting field at the time, 

Mary felt being a woman should make no difference. She did not consider herself a 

woman’s libber, but in her own way she did a great deal to further the careers of 

women in the accounting field. When she began her career, she was often the only 

woman in the classes or at the conferences. 

    She continued to work for R.J. Whitinger until 1952, when she opened her own 

practice, Mary W. Augburn and Company, Certified Public Accountants located at 

516 N. Martin. Things were going well for Mary until March 7, 1953, when her 

husband passed away, leaving her a widow raising two small children, but Mary 

was determined to give her children the best. 

     Mary was recognized for her extensive work with the Democratic Party as a 

volunteer and fundraiser. She was a member of College Avenue United Methodist 

Church, where she taught the Builders Sunday School class for thirty years. She 

was also a member of the Altrusa Club and the Business and Professional Women. 

She was a member of the Muncie – Delaware County Chamber of Commerce, 

where she was the first woman elected to the board, and she was on the boards of 

the United Way, Family Services of Delaware County, The Delaware County 

Cancer Society, and the Muncie Children’s Museum. She was a member of the 

Muncie Community School Board for five years, and she was active in the 

American Institute of Public Accountants for several years. 

     Mary Augburn passed away on July 19, 1997 in Muncie and is buried in Elm 

Ridge Cemetery, Muncie, Indiana. 
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