
NORENE (HAWK) QUIRK 

 

     Norene (Hawk) Quirk was the daughter of George and Jennie Hawk, who lived next to the 

railroad tracks at 503 South Hackley Street. Her paternal grandfather first settled in Muncie, and 

her family lived in the city her entire life. Norene’s father worked at the carriage factory, and the 

family lived a modest working-class lifestyle. Norene graduated from Muncie High School in 

1894.  

     But the world knows about Norene Hawk thanks to the survival of her personal diaries at the 

Muncie Public Library and on the Ball State University Libraries’ Digital Media Repository. 

Norene Hawk kept two different diaries in 1898 and 1905. Norene has even been nicknamed 

“the Carrie Bradshaw of turn-of-thecentury Muncie” due to the melodramatic personal content of 

her diaries. Norene Hawk’s diaries chronicle the life of a single working woman, and she details 

the sometimes agonizing circumstances she faced as an untraditional woman trying to date.   

      Her diaries are a treasure trove of information about the unique lifestyle of a lovelorn career 

woman in 1898. Norene records information about her job at a real estate office, riding 

newfangled bicycles or “wheels” with friends, shopping, fashion, using a camera for the first 

time, and her sometimes volatile courtship and other social activities.   

      The Muncie Morning Star even published a story about “Nora” Hawk in 1901 detailing her 

adept, athletic skill of boarding a moving streetcar. “Muncie Girl Boards Moving Streetcars: 

Swings on with All the Ease and Grace of an Experienced Railroader” was the headline. “(The 

motormen) didn’t stop for me once, and I didn’t propose to get left anymore.” Norene was 

definitely a go-getter who possessed ambition and gumption.  

      But then the first diary ends abruptly, seemingly at the same time her relationship with “Mr. 

Emerson” ended. By the second volume in 1905, Norene owns investment properties and 

manages a bank.   

      This is what makes Norene Hawk notable: A graduate of the Magic City Business College, 

Norene leveraged her position as a real estate office stenographer to learn about the field. She 

became an important player during the Gas Boom surge in Muncie real estate, and her 

entrepreneurial spirit allowed her to be more independent than many of her contemporary sisters.   

      Yes, in the second diary Norene remained a single working woman in the throes of another 

tumultuous courtship with the now added drama of missed calls from her family’s new 

appliance—the telephone. But Norene also discusses her business dealings. And she seems to be 

more determined to control her own fate. Norene taped this passage inside her diary:   

  

The Universe pays every man in his own coin; if you smile, it smiles upon you in return; 

if you frown, you will be frowned at; if you sing, you will be invited into gay company; 

if you think, you will be entertained by thinkers; and if you love the world and earnestly 

seek for the good therein, you will be surrounded by loving friends, and nature will pour 

into your lap the treasures of the earth. ~ Wildwood Philosophy  

  



     Thanks to the Muncie newspaper stories publishing personal information about when 

residents travel, Norene Hawk does in fact eventually get married—but true to form in an 

untraditional manner. Norene and her special guy 

traveled to Illinois and eloped over the Christmas 

holiday. But when the couple returned to Muncie, the 

marriage was not announced. Three months later the 

newspaper reported that the couple had married but 

mysteriously kept the union a secret from family and 

friends.   

      Norene died on March 30, 1966. Her headstone and 

that of her husband’s at Beech Grove Cemetery read 

“FELL ASLEEP.”  


