
Patricia Bragg 
One of the first heroes of the civil rights era in Muncie was a young high school student named Patricia 
Bragg. In fact, Patricia Bragg became a civil rights hero in 1949—six years before Rosa Parks and the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott. 
 
Patricia was born in Muncie to John and Thelma Bragg. In 1949 she was a 
student at Muncie Central High School. Patricia was a member of the debate 
team and won oratory competitions. Patricia qualified for the district 
American Legion oratorical contest after winning the county competition, 
and the topic was the Bill of Rights. She was a delegate to Girls State; she 
performed as a vocalist and soloist and was a member of the Latin and 
French Clubs.  
 
Patricia was the only African-American in the French Club. In the spring of 1949, the club took a field trip 
to Burris High School. In a 1996 newspaper article, Patricia described what happened on that fateful day: 
 

The class went on a field trip. We were working on dining etiquette and had gone to eat lunch (at 
the Varsity Café in the Ball State University Village). When I was refused service, the teacher 
gave me the keys to her apartment. While the rest of the class was at the restaurant, she 
returned to fix me a sandwich and a glass of milk. 

 
That night, Patricia—a teenaged African-American girl—bravely wrote a letter to the editor of the 
Muncie newspaper detailing the events of that day and how the actions of the restaurant staff 
humiliated her: 
 

Is it a crime to be a Negro? Today in America this is a serious problem. …Just how long will it be 
before the people in America realize that all men are created equal and they are to have the 
same rights? The North is supposed to be better and different than the South, but is it?... 
 
Negroes were freed many, many years ago from slavery. If they are to be free, why not give 
them their true freedom? I will be willing to talk to anyone who could give me a good reason why 
Negroes or any other race are not given the same equal rights…. 
 
When I went to lunch with my class, I was just as clean and neat as any of the others. I am proud 
of my color and my race, and I wouldn’t want to change it for any other in the world because to 
me, there is no such thing as a superior race…. 
 
Maybe I will never live to see the day when everyone is based on the same level, but if I don’t, I 
hope and pray that my children will see this day. 

 
Patricia’s moving letter sparked a citywide discussion of segregation, compassion, equality, and civil 
rights. Dozens of letters from other residents of the city and county were published in the newspaper in 
the weeks following the incident at the restaurant. Charles White, a Muncie newspaperman, wrote: 
 

Time will work in favor of Patricia Bragg. Immediately and practically, her own decent and 
charitable attitude will gain her more advantage than could be had otherwise, and she, 
sometimes suffering, will have more inner peace than those who do her wrong. 
 



Why? Because Patricia Bragg is right. She is right all the way, in what she thinks and what she 
does. There is a law of nature and of God, greater than any manmade law written or unwritten 
that will be always working in her favor, helping her, and those like her. 

Marjorie Seldomridge, a student at Ball State University, wrote a letter to the editor that questioned 
why the other students and, more vitally, the teacher did not support Patricia: “If a white girl had been 
refused service for some reason, the entire group would have indignantly walked out.” And Seldomridge 
pointed out the hypocrisy of Americans fighting for democracy in Europe during the war years, only to 
have its own citizens being treated unequally. 
 
To be sure, a few letters to the editor defended the actions of the staff of the restaurant, and claimed 
that young Patricia “should have known better.” But Patricia bravely spoke her mind and brought to 
light the issues of de facto segregation in Muncie. 
 
Patricia grew up and remained politically active in her hometown. She ran for the school board and was 
the president of the local chapter of the NAACP.  


