
Julia D. (Reynolds) Nelson 

 
     Julia D. (Reynolds) Nelson was born December 11, 1862, in 

Mooresville, Indiana. She was the daughter of Thomas and Mary 

(Bray) Reynolds. She married Edward F. Nelson on March 19, 

1880. In 1903, the couple moved to Muncie where her husband 

became a pressman for the newspaper. (A pressman operated the 

printing presses.) She and her husband set up residence at 411 

South Plum Street and became the proud parents of three children, 

George Nelson, and Mrs. C. M. Powell. 

     While raising her family, Julia worked hard for the community. 

During WWWI, she took an active part helping the soldiers 

leaving and passing through Muncie. During her time as 

membership chairman of the Women’s Franchise League, she 

increased the membership from 130 to 350 in less than a year. In 

1920, shortly after the passage of the nineteenth amendment, Julia 

D. Nelson made history. 

     It is said that the male Republican Party officials “took a gamble” in October 1920 by placing 

her name on the GOP ticket just two days before the November election when the chosen 

candidate Clark D. McKinley passed away. Julia did not seek to become a candidate for office. 

She was serving as the Republican County chairman. But the politicians thought it might be a 

way of gaining the favor of women’s voters. They also believed that the women who appeared at 

the polls would vote the way their husbands directed them to vote, so Julia would not stand a 

chance of election. Little did they know the decision to put Julia on the ballot would lead to 

Delaware County, Indiana electing the first woman to serve the Indiana House of 

Representatives. 

     As the fifty-eight-year-old Julia Nelson prepared for her new adventure, she told reporters she 

would have no new bills to introduce immediately, because she intended to be a good listener. 

She also stated that she would vote for what she believed is best for the common good. In a 

December 16, 1920 article published by The Muncie Morning Star, Julia said, “I shall be glad to 

serve in the legislature because of the honor and recognition to Indiana women rather than to 

glory for myself.” 
     Julia gave her maiden speech in the house on the Abrams bill sponsored by representative 

Abrams of Marion County. The bill provided children of age, without reasonable cause, must aid 

and support their parents. The measure was adopted by a vote of 83 to 4. A fine and jail sentence 

were provided for the violation of the proposed law. 

     During her first year, she introduced five bills, two of which she sponsored alone in general 

assembly.  House Bill 425 called for private hearings in certain cases involving rape and 

determination of paternity. She also introduced House Bill 322, establishing an Indiana motion 

picture board that could examine, approve and regulate movies in Indiana. 

     Julia served one full-term in the house and lost the primary for her reelection. In 1927 she was 

appointed a member of the Delaware County Board of children’s guardians. She continued to 

live in Muncie until the death of her husband in 1923.  She then moved to Indianapolis to be 

closer to her daughter. Julia D. (Reynolds) Nelson passed away May 27, 1936, in Indianapolis 

and was buried beside her husband at Crown Hill Cemetery, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


